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STRING-GUIDING STRUCTURE FOR AN
AUTOMATIC CURTAIN-REELING DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a string-guiding structure
for an automatic curtain-reeling device that has a movable
guiding frame to define a limiting space to constrain move-
ment of the string to avoid the string being caught on the
reeling device.

2. Description of Related Art

A cordless curtain structure substantially contains an auto-
matic curtain-reeling device on its top rail and makes the
blades or curtain to elevate or lower by pulling the string with
the automatic curtain-reeling device. Therefore, the cordless
curtain structure is safe and convenient in operation.

The conventional automatic curtain-reeling device is com-
posed of two paired guiding wheels meshed by gears. The top
side of the two guiding wheels is mounted with an S-shape
coil spring, and a bottom side of the two guiding wheels
secures two strings winding in counteractive directions. The
two guiding wheels with two pivotal shafts respectively and a
connecting pin are sandwiched by an upper board and a lower
board to compose a stable combination to extend the strings
downward to collect the blades or the curtain for the pulling
function. Although the user can pull and stop the blade or the
curtain at any position, the moving speed of the string is fast
(the diameters of the guiding wheels are small so that the
rotation speed is fast). Thus, the strings easily get stuck,
because the strings violently swing and rebound when they
are pulling or collecting. In operation, the strings are wound
on the guiding wheels respectively and repeatedly. When the
strings are pulled outward or collected inward by rebounding
of the S-shaped coil spring, the strings swing rapidly up and
down because of the different locations where the strings are
mounted on the guiding wheels. When the string swings
upward, it easily enters the gear gaps to be caught by the
gears. When one string swings downward, it easily falls into
the seam between the automatic curtain-reeling device and
the top rail and also gets stuck. Therefore, the automatic
curtain-reeling device malfunctions in both situations above-
mentioned.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A main objective of the present invention is to provide a
string-guiding structure for an automatic curtain-reeling
device, which keeps a string smoothly being released or col-
lected without getting seized in operation.

To achieve the foregoing objectives, the string-guiding
structure for an automatic curtain-reeling device comprises
two pivotal holes defined on two boards respectively corre-
sponding to a connecting pin at an entrance of a string of an
automatic curtain-reeling device to allow two ends of an arc
guiding frame engaging the pivotal holes respectively; with
the arc guiding frame rotated to lean against the connecting
pin to define a limiting space for penetration of the string.

Further benefits and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent after a careful reading of the detailed
description with appropriate reference to the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a perspective view of one embodiment of a string-
guiding structure for an automatic curtain-reeling device in
accordance with the present invention, with an arc guiding
frame detached therefrom;
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the string-guiding structure
for an automatic curtain-reeling device, with the arc guiding
frame pivotally attached thereto;

FIG. 3 is a schematic perspective view showing that the
string-guiding structure for an automatic curtain-reeling
device is mounted on a top rail of a curtain assembly;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional top view of the string-guiding
structure for an automatic curtain-reeling device in FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional top view showing modification
of the string-guiding structure for an automatic curtain-reel-
ing device in accordance with the present invention; and

FIG. 6 is perspective view of another embodiment of the
string-guiding structure for an automatic curtain-reeling
device in FIG. 5, with the string-guiding device further having
multiple sleeves.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A string-guiding structure for an automatic curtain-reeling
device in accordance with the present invention substantially
has an arc guiding frame pivotally attached at an entrance for
a string corresponding to a connecting pin to extend the string
via a limiting space defined between the arc guiding frame
and the connecting pin. Therefore, the string is trimmed and
depressed to avoid being seized caused by over-rebound or
swing of the string and thus to make the string work smoothly.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, a preferred embodiment
of the string-guiding structure for an automatic curtain-reel-
ing device in accordance with the present invention substan-
tially comprises two pivotal holes 22 defined on two boards 2
respectively (as shown in FIG. 1) corresponding to a connect-
ing pin 21 at an entrance of a string 1 of an automatic curtain-
reeling device 10 to allow two ends 31 of an arc guiding frame
3 in a horseshoe shape to engage the pivotal holes 22.

By having the above elements, the arc guiding frame 3 is
pivotally secured between the two boards 2 and movable so
that the arc guiding frame 3 is rotated to abut the connecting
pin 21 to define a limiting space 32 (the limiting space 32 is
the protruding area after the arc guiding frame 3 leans against
the connecting pin 21), and the string 1 extends outward via
the limiting space 32. Therefore, the connecting pin 21 and
the arc guiding frame 3 provide a guiding efficiency for the
string 1 (as shown in FIG. 2).

When the string-guiding structure for an automatic curtain-
reeling device is in use, the automatic curtain-reeling device
10 is mounted on a top rail 201 of a curtain assembly 20. The
automatic curtain-reeling device 10 is interiorly composed of
two guiding wheels 101 paired and meshed by gears 102. A
top side of the two guiding wheels 101 is mounted with a
S-shape coil spring 103, and a bottom side of the two guiding
wheels 101 secures two strings 1 winding in counteractive
directions on the two guiding wheels 101 respectively. The
two guiding wheels 101 and the connecting pins 21 are sand-
wiched by the two boards 2 to compose a stable combination
to extend the strings 1 downward via the limiting space 32
defined between the connecting pin 21 and the arc guiding
frame 3 to collect a curtain 202 (or blades) for a pulling
function (as shown in FIG. 3). Therefore, when a user elevates
or lowers the curtain 202 (or blades), the swing up-and-down
or rebound right-and-left of the string 1 caused by the quick
release or collection is depressed by the limiting space 32 to
significantly diminish the swing and rebound range of the
string 1 (as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, with FIG. 5 multiple
guiding wheels 101 for reference) to prevent the string 1 from
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being caught by the gears 102 or falling into seams between
the automatic curtain-reeling device and the top rail because
of the swing.

Moreover, the string-guiding structure further has a sleeve
211 mounted to each of the connecting pin 21 to make the
contact between the string 1 and the connecting pin 21
become smoother (as shown in FIG. 6) and thus to increase
guiding efficiency to the string 1.

Moreover, the two ends 31 of the arc guiding frame 3 are
pivotally attached between the two boards 2 to allow the arc
guiding frame 3 to enter a gap between the two boards 2 to
correspondingly diminish the swing up-and-down range for
the string 1 to efficiently prevent the string 1 from being
seized. (Especially when the height of the guiding wheels 101
between the two boards 2 is high to accommodate more
wound string 1 but increases the swing degree. This modifi-
cation eases such situation easily.)

According to above description, the string-guiding struc-
ture has the following advantages:

1. By setting the arc guiding frame 3 pivotally between the
two boards 2 and movable, the arc guiding frame 3 can be
rotated to abut the connecting pin 21 to define the limiting
space 32 to extend the string 1 outward via the limiting space
32. Therefore, the swing up-and-down or rebound right-and-
left of the string 1 caused by the quick release or collection is
depressed by the limiting space 32 to significantly diminish
the swing and rebound of the string 1 to prevent the string 1
from being caught by the gears 102 or falling into seams
between the automatic curtain-reeling device and the top rail
caused by swing.

2. By setting the sleeve 211 around the connecting pin 21,
contact between the string 1 and the connecting pin 21
becomes smoother to increase guiding efficiency to the string
1. Moreover, the arc guiding frame 3 is pivotally mounted
between the two boards 2 to diminish the swing up-and-down
range after penetrating the string 1, so that the string 1 is
efficiently prevented from being caught accidently.

Although this invention has been described in its preferred
forms with a certain degree of particularity, it is understood
that the present invention of the preferred forms has been
made only by way of example and that numerous changes in
the details of construction and the combination and arrange-
ment of parts may be resorted to without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. An automatic curtain-reeling device comprising:

two boards in a spaced parallel relation;

a guide wheel rotatably mounted between the two boards
about a wheel axis perpendicular to the two boards;

a string wound on the guide wheel;

a connecting pin extending between and connected to the
two boards spaced from the guide wheel and parallel to
the wheel axis;

two pivotal holes extending through the two boards respec-
tively corresponding to the connecting pin at an
entrance;

an arc guiding frame of a horseshoe shape having two free
ends, with the two free ends extending in opposite direc-
tions from the horseshoe shape, with the two free ends
pivotally received in the two pivotal holes respectively,
with the arc guiding frame being pivotal about a frame
axis extending through the two free ends and parallel to
and spaced from the wheel axis and parallel to and
spaced from the connecting pin and relative to the two
pivotal holes and the two boards;

wherein the arc guiding frame is rotatable between a first
position abutting against the connecting pin and a sec-
ond position angularly spaced from the first position and
the connecting pin; and

a limiting space defined by the arc guiding frame and the
connecting pin within the arc guiding frame, with the
connecting pin being intermediate the limiting space and
the two pivotal holes, with the string extending from the
guide wheel through the arc guiding frame and through
the limiting space with the connecting pin located inter-
mediate the two free ends and the string extending
through the limiting space.

2. The string-guiding structure as claimed in claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a sleeve of a tubular shape with annular cross
sections rotatably mounted on the connecting pin between the
two boards for rotation about a sleeve, axis, spaced from and
parallel to the wheel axis and the frame axis to make contact
of the string and the connecting pin smooth.

3. The string-guiding structure as claimed in claim 1,
wherein each of the two ends of the arc guiding frame is
pivotally attached to the two boards about the frame axis to
allow the arc guiding frame to enter a gap between the two
boards.



